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Principal’s Welcome 

 
On behalf of everyone at St. Malachy’s School, I welcome you! 

 
I am proud to be the new Principal of St. Malachy’s School at Edenhope. 

 

St. Malachy’s is a community guided by faith and justice that inspires each             

person to be the best they can be. 

 

At St. Malachy's, learning for your child will be dynamic, developmental,           

ongoing, lifelong and will reflect the times that they are living in. 

 

At St. Malachy's, we strongly encourage and invite involvement of all           

families, the parish and wider community into the life of the school. Strong             

student, staff, parent and community connection is important to us. 

 

Relationships are very important and everyone deserves to be treated with           

respect. 

 

We work together to ensure that our school is a welcoming, inclusive,            

friendly and a safe place. 

 

Together, our school becomes a special place when we all put our faith into              

action.  St. Malachy's is open to all families who share our values. 

 

Finally, as staff, we feel privileged to teach children and work with parents in              

establishing strong teaching and learning experiences for life. 

 

“Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier. Be the              

living expression of God's kindness: kindness in your face, kindness in your            

eyes, kindness in your smile.” Mother Teresa 

 

The staff and I look forward to welcoming you to the St. Malachy’s School              

community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

John O'Sullivan, Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vision and Mission 
Pursuing fullness of life for all by; inspiring faith, lifelong learning and community engagement. 

 
We fulfill our vision by: 

● Working in partnership with parents, Parish and the wider community to witness and proclaim 

the Good News of Jesus Christ by exploring life experiences in a faith context 

 

● Building respectful relationships with families, Parish and the wider community to enhance 

student learning and wellbeing 

 

● Collaborating in networks to improve professional capabilities of all staff 

● Identifying what students know, what they need to learn next and what teaching will best 

support their learning 

● Encouraging all in our school community to be safe, responsible and respectful in order to 

develop positive relationships 

● Actively promoting a respectful environment, which ensures the wellbeing and safety of all 

God’s children 

 

"You must love one another. If you have love for one another, then everyone will               

know that you are my disciples." John 13:34 - 35 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History 
 

St. Malachy’s School is a Catholic Parish Primary School priding itself on a friendly and               

supportive environment.  

 

St. Malachy’s School has provided Catholic Education in Edenhope since 1953, when the school              

was opened with an enrolment of 101 – Prep to Year 10. Students came from Edenhope, Apsley,                 

Goroke and the neighbouring Parish of Harrow. 

 

Edenhope was established as a Parish in 1950 because of an increase in population when the                

Soldier Settlement Scheme was developed after the Second World War. It was decided to              

provide a Catholic School to assist families in the faith education of their children.  

Fr. Cornelius Healy was appointed as the first Parish Priest. 

 

 

 

 

Four Sisters of Mercy, in the spirit of their foundress, Catherine McAuley, took up the challenge                

to provide a Christian and academic education for children in and around the district of               

Edenhope. St. Malachy’s School was officially opened on the 8th January 1953. The Sisters of               

Mercy, Ballarat East, staffed the school for nearly twenty years. Unfortunately the Sisters of              

Mercy no longer have a presence in the school. 

 

 

 

St. Malachy’s School is named after Saint Malachy O’Morgair who          

was born in Armagh, Ireland in 1094. He was ordained a priest at             

25 years of age and became Bishop of Connor when just 30. He             

preached among the poor and re-established marriage as a         

Christian Sacrament. St. Malachy brought back the Sacraments of         

Penance and Confirmation. In 1190 Pope Clement III approved         

the Canonization of Saint Malachy, who became the first formally          

canonized Irish Saint.  
 

 

 

Today St. Malachy’s School plays an important part in the small rural community it serves. St.                

Malachy’s School welcomes all families.  



 

St. Malachy’s is located on 2.57 hectares of land and has many advantages: being in close                

proximity to St. Malachy’s Church, the local shopping centre, sporting amenities, Lake Wallace             

and Edenhope College. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Learning & Teaching 
 

St. Malachy’s School offers a curriculum and programs, which support and promote the principles and               

practice of Australian democracy, including a commitment to: 

 

● elected Government 

● the rule of law 

● equal rights for all before the law 

● freedom of religion 

● freedom of speech and association 

● the values of openness and tolerance 
 
 

 
Victorian Curriculum 

St. Malachy’s School delivers the Victorian Curriculum F-10: The Curriculum is the common set of               

knowledge and skills required by students for life-long learning, social development and active and              

informed citizenship. 

 

St. Malachy’s School uses this Curriculum to plan student learning, assess student progress and to               

report to parents. There are eight learning areas which cover English, Mathematics, Science             

(including, Physics, Chemical and Biological), Humanities and Social Sciences (including History,           

Geography, Economics, Business and Civics and Citizenship), the Arts, Languages (Indonesian),           

Health and Physical Education, Information and Communication Technology and Design and           

Technology. 

 

 

Western Trinity Catholic Network  

‘United, we all succeed’ 

 

St. Malachy’s School has formed a collaborative partnership with St. Joseph’s, Coleraine and Sacred              

Heart, Casterton. The three schools combine to form ‘The Western Trinity’. Principals and teachers              

from each of the three schools work together collaboratively to design learning cycles (units of work)                

to improve student learning outcomes. Not only do the students benefit but teachers now plan               

together learning from each other. 

 

Teams of teachers meet on a weekly basis via video conferencing to plan common learning cycles                

consisting of a pre and post-test, I can make statements, marking guides and best teaching               

practice/pedagogy. In 2017, we were recognised for our creative partnership aimed at improving             

student-learning outcomes when we were awarded the “John Laing Award” from the Principal’s             

Australia Institute and also the Partnership Award from the Catholic Education Office Ballarat. We are               

very proud of our achievements. 

 

 

 

Religious Education 

At St. Malachy’s School, we aim to support our families as educators of their children in faith. We                  

believe that each person is unique and created in the image of God. 

 

We are just commencing the introduction of the new ‘Awakenings’ Religious Education Program.  

 

There are five strands in the Program:  

Scripture  

Israel and Jesus 



Church and Tradition 

Prayer, Liturgy and Sacraments  

Christian Ethics – Personal and Social 

God Religion and Society 

 

The Spiritual Capabilities reflect the deeper connections with faith that moves religious education from              

a purely academic pursuit to an invitation to encounter the Divine and an openness to the presence of                  

God that brings fullness of life for all.  

 

 

Reflective Garden 

St. Malachy’s School now has a Reflective Garden to remember the victims and survivors of abuse                

that occurred at our school in the 1970’s. We are very pleased with the end result and for the financial                    

support of Bishop Paul for this project. We have used the Reflective Garden for prayer and reflection                 

as well as Assembly and on other special occasions. 

 

 

English 

The English curriculum aims to ensure that students learn to listen to, read, view, speak, write,                

create and reflect on increasingly complex spoken, written and multimodal texts across a growing              

range of contexts with accuracy, fluency and purpose. 

 

Our Library Program supports the English Program by encouraging reading and fostering a love of               

books.  

 

 

Mathematics 

The Mathematics curriculum aims to ensure that students develop useful mathematical skills for             

everyday life and to apply mathematical concepts, skills and processes to pose and solve problems.  

 

Focus activities aim to develop student mental computation skills, problem solving strategies and             

written processes. Students are encouraged to develop their mathematical thinking to connect with             

real life problems and issues.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intervention Programs 

● Tier 1 is good classroom teaching practice for all students 

● Tier 2 is boost teaching to support those students who are challenged or who need extending.                

Each classroom has a boost teacher for English and Mathematics. 

● Tier 3 is for students who are behind the expected standard. These students attend evidence               

based intervention programs one on one or in small groups for 30 minutes five days a week                 

where possible. 

 

Tier 3 Intervention Programs we offer include: Reading Recovery, ERIK (Early Reading Intervention             

Knowledge) MultiLit (Making up lost time in Literacy), Gillon Phonological and Morphemic Awareness             

Programs, Toe by Toe, EMU (Extending Mathematical Understanding) and JEMM (Junior Elementary            

Math Mastery).  

 

 

Physical Education 

As part of the Physical Education Program, students participate in a 10 minute daily Fitness Program                

before the commencement of classes. Physical Education Classes teach game skills and team play.              

Students participate in whole school sports and carnivals as well as inter school sport competitions.               

(Kowree and Western Trinity). The Swimming Program runs for two weeks at the end of the year and                  

for one week at the beginning of the year. The Program focuses on water safety, survival techniques,                 

rescue and emergency procedures, water confidence and stroke development. 

 

Students are encouraged to: drink water regularly, make healthy food choices, enjoy a fruit break at                

the beginning of the school day and to participate in Walk to School Days. 

 

 

 

Technology 

St. Malachy’s School has high definition TV screens in each classroom and class sets of notebooks,                

chrome books and ipads allowing for individual student access to enhance learning engagement using              

technology. Students are also encouraged to engage in multimedia activities in everyday learning.             

The school is able to access video conferencing for staff and students. 



 
 
Learning to Learn 

At the beginning of the year, students participate in a Wellbeing Program based on developing their                

confidence, persistence, organisation, resilience and cooperative skills. Students develop their own           

classroom rules and goals for the year based on: 

Be Safe 

Be Respectful 

Be Responsible 

 

 

Respectful Relationships 

Our Respectful Relationships Program aims to develop resilience, positive self-esteem, empathy,           

cooperation and conflict resolution skills among students in order to build positive peer relationships              

using a restorative approach to problem solving. Respectful Relationships also incorporates Circle Time             

to teach and develop social skills. Respectful Relationships is complemented with the addition of the               

Bounce Back Program. 

  
 
Science and Sustainability 

Students participate in weekly Science Lessons, which consist of physical, chemical, biological and             

earth and space sciences. Students contribute to improving school sustainability through gardening,            

reducing waste, recycling, reducing water consumption and electricity and by looking after a worm              

farm and chooks. 

 

 

The Arts 

Weekly Art and Music Lessons encourage students to develop their creative talents. A whole school               

performance occurs biannually with student art work displayed around the school and on occasions at               

the Red Tail Gallery. 

 

 

Student Leadership 

Leadership qualities are encouraged in all students. Students are involved in the life of the school and                 

encouraged to care for others and to contribute to a safe and positive learning environment.               

Involvement in and within the local community is seen as a very important part of leadership. 

 

Individual student achievements are acknowledged and shared at a weekly Assembly. Assembly also             

gathers students across all year levels in prayer and provides a sense of community and belonging for                 

all students. We have a School Captain, three House Captains, an Environmental Leader and Social               

Justice Leader. Students from Years 3-6 have an opportunity to be involved on a Student               

Representative Council. 

 

 

Well Being and Pastoral Care 

St. Malachy’s School currently has a School Chaplain who visits the school to work with staff and                 

students the equivalent of one day a week. The Western Trinity has also employed a Well Being                 

Coordinator across the three schools to assist us in providing additional Well Being Programs. 

 

St. Malachy’s School has three expectations of its students: 

Be Safe 

Be Respectful 

Be Responsible 

 

St. Malachy’s School works to create a positive environment where it is everyone’s responsibility for               

ensuring the safety of everyone. This means all children can feel safe. 

 

Students, staff and families are encouraged to display an awareness of those around them, having               

respect for self and others. This means demonstrating qualities of tolerance, acceptance and             

understanding of others. 

 

At St. Malachy’s School we encourage students to be responsible, for their own belongings, own               

actions and their own learning. This means demonstrating and practicing acceptable standards of             

behaviour.  

 

Students are encouraged to consider consequences prior to making choices and to reflect on choices               

that result in unsuitable outcomes. 

 

Student Reporting 

Written reports are issued at the end of the second and fourth terms and it is expected that parents                   

attend a Parent/Teacher/Student Conversation to discuss the contents of the student report. This             



discussion time enables parents to have a clearer understanding of their child/ren’s progress and              

achievements and addresses any areas where additional support may be needed.  

 

Parents may make an appointment at any time of the year to speak with a teacher regarding a child’s                   

progress. In the same way teachers will contact parents should they have concerns about a student 

 

Enrolment Procedures 
 

If you are interested in an enrolment for your child at St. Malachy’s School please begin by making                  

contact with the school and making an appointment to meet with the Principal. 

 

● Parents and/or Guardians should complete an Enrolment Application Form. 

 

● Copies of birth and baptismal certificates should be included with the application. 

 

● An Immunisation Certificate is a compulsory requirement. 

 

● In addition, there will be forms to sign, such as Child Safety Code of Conduct, Swimming                

Permission Form and Parental and Consent Authority. 

 

St. Malachy’s School prefers that your child be five years of age at the commencement of the school                  

year of enrolment in Foundation. 

 

St. Malachy’s School looks to develop positive relationships between, teacher, student,           

parent/guardian to ensure the best possible outcomes for your child/ren. Home is the first and               

primary teacher of your child so we are here to support you and your child/ren as partners in the                   

educational journey. 

 

 

At St. Malachy’s School we believe that a successful Education Program is determined by the quality of                 

the relationship between children, parents and teachers. Parents are encouraged to be involved as              

much as possible in school activities and in their child’s education in order to maximise their child’s                 

potential for learning.  

 

 

Parental Involvement 
. 

School Advisory Council 

St. Malachy’s School Advisory Council is responsible for maintenance, finance, policy development and             

public relations. Council Members serve for a two year term, although they may be re-elected for one                 

further term of two years. 

 

 

Maintenance 

Working bees are organised as needed. A garden roster is drawn up at the beginning of the school                  

year and it is expected that each family will nominate a time of year when they can spend about two                    

hours improving the school grounds by weeding, pruning, etc. 

 

 

School Uniform 

School uniforms, including the rugby jumper, long or short sleeve polo shirt and vest can be ordered                 

for the beginning of summer and winter through the school. Other uniform items such as the school                 

summer dress, winter tunic, school jacket and preferred track pants, shorts and skorts can be ordered                

online using the following link. 

https://store.beleza.com.au/284-st-malachy-s-primary-school-edenhope 
 

● Please ensure that all of your child’s clothing is clearly marked with their name. 

● It is compulsory that a navy school hat be worn in Terms 1 and 4. 

 

 

Newsletter 

A fortnightly school newsletter is either sent home or emailed, (usually on a Friday) with the eldest                 

child from each family. The newsletter is also available on the school’s website.             

www.smedenhope.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

 

https://store.beleza.com.au/284-st-malachy-s-primary-school-edenhope
http://www.smedenhope.catholic.edu.au/


Lunch Orders 

Students are able to order their lunch on a Thursday to be delivered on a Friday. Healthy Lunch                  

options are provided by Kings Katering. A menu and price list is sent home with the newsletter at the                   

commencement of the school year.  

 

 

 
 

School Fees & Levies (2021) 
 

Affordable fees are payable by parents whose children attend St. Malachy’s School and they are very                

comparable to government schools. 

 
Student Fees - $350 

This covers the cost of: 

● your child’s books and stationery  

● class texts and subject levies 

● photocopying 

● sporting activities 

● cultural performances  

 

School Camps  

Each class participates in a school camp or special day excursion and school sleepover for the younger                 

students. Expenses for these are kept to a minimum and are the only additional costs on top of the                   

normal school fees and capital levy. 

 

 
School Fees - $1344 per family  

These are set to meet the Local Contribution. Please note this is a family fee and is not payable for                    

each individual student. Fees can be paid on a fortnightly, term or annual basis. This fee is payable for                   

42 weeks. 

 

School Fees can be paid as follows: 

●$32.00 per week 

●$448 per term for three terms 

●$1344 per annum 

 
 

Family Fee Assistance Scheme 

Families who have a health care card may be eligible for the Family Fee Assistance Scheme. Family                 

Fee Assistance supports families with the payment of their school fees and they are entitled to a credit                  

of $824.  

 
 

Capital Levy - $156 per family 

This is also a family fee and is not payable for each individual child. This fee equates to $3 per week                     

payable for 52 weeks. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that St. Malachy’s School will not exclude families on the basis of inability to meet                 

the financial cost of fees.  

 

 



 
 
 

School Contact Details 
 

 

 

Principal 

John O’Sullivan 

Email: principal@smedenhope.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

Administration Officer 

Barb Ryan 

Email:admin@smedenhope.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

Canonical Administrator 

Fr. Patrick Mugavin 

Phone:  5571 1161 

Email:Patrick.mugavin@gmail.com 

 

 

Parish Priest 

Fr. George Kuruvila 

Phone: 55362402 

Email: george.kuruvila@ballarat.catholic.org.au  

 

 

School Address 

St. Malachy’s School 

34 Lake St 

Edenhope3318  

 

 

Phone: 5585 1396   

Mobile: 0428 913 777 

Web:    www.smedenhope.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

Prospective parents are invited to discuss enrolment requirements with the Principal. Enrolment forms             

can be collected from the school office or posted upon request. Please feel free to phone or just come                   

in and visit.  

 
 
 
 
 

Organisational Structures 

 
 
 
 
 
Foundation Students 

During the first term, Foundation students are not required to attend school on Wednesday. 
 
 

 
2021 Term Dates 

   Term 1: Jan 27 - April 1 

   Term 2: April 19 - June 25 

   Term 3: July 12 - Sept 17 

   Term 4: Oct 4 - Dec 17 

 

 
2022 Term Dates 

Term 1: Jan 31- April 8 

Term 2: April 26 - June 24 

Term 3: July 11 - Sept 16 

Term 4: Oct 3 - Dec 20 

https://www.google.com/search?q=st+marys+parish+hamilton&rlz=1C1GCEU_enAU836AU836&oq=st+marys+parish+hamilton&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l5.6891j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://www.smedenhope.catholic.edu.au/

